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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S. C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-5, 7, 9-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by EBATA 
et al. in U.S. Patent No. 6,708,209 Bl. 

Referring to claim 1, EBATA et al. discloses a method for assuring quality connections 
between at least two subregions (Organization A-D) of a packet-oriented network, at least one 
connection path between the subregions has a prescribed scope of transmission system resources, 
which comprises the steps of: providing each of the subregions with an associated item 
subregion information (col. 4, line 62 to col. 5, line 64); signaling the associated item of 
subregion information associated with an originating subregion and a destination 
subregion and also signaling requested resources, if a connection is initialized (col. 11, line 66 to 
xol— Krline-Krcol"^^ 

originating subregion to the destination subregion taking into account the requested resources 
and the transmission system resources available between the subregions (col. 13, lines 1-30). 

Referring to claim 2, EBATA et al. discloses a quality of service of the connections in at 
least one of the subregion is assured for at least one other of the subregions (col. 4, line 63 to col. 
5, line 6). 
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Referring to claim 3, EBATA et al. discloses a further step of representing the associated 
item of subregion information by an item of user group information, the item of user group 
information having one of an item of address information and dialing information (col. 13, lines 
1-8). 

Referring to claim 4, EBATA et al. discloses a further step of subdividing the subregions 
of the packet-oriented network into further subranges, the further subranges are each allocated 
some of the transmission system resources of the at least one connection path (col. 4, lines 33- 
45). 

Referring to claim 5, EBATA et al. discloses a further step of representing the further 
subranges by user groups having different services (col. 5, line 63 to col. 6, line 6). 

Referring to claim 7, EBATA et al. discloses a further step of forming the subregions as 
Internet sections with part of an Internet address determining an Internet section (col. 6, line 63 
to col. 7, line 2). 

Referring to claims 9 and 10, EBATA et al. discloses a further step of determining the 
transmission system resources by one of an item of bandwidth information and a number of 
connections having a prescribed item of bandwidth information, and providing there is a plurality 
of connection paths between the subregions, prescribing individual transmission resources for 
each of the connection paths and a summation the individual transmission resources together 
forming the transmission system resources (col. 12, lines 51-65). 

Referring to claim 1 1 , EBATA et al. discloses a further step of allocating each of the 
associated item of subregion information different transmission priorities (col. 4, lines 17-22). 

Referring to claims 12-16, EBATA et al. discloses further steps of representing the 
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associated item of subregion information by an item of user group information, the item of user 
group information having an association between groups of address information items for the 
packet-oriented network and the subregions or having an association between groups of Layer 2 
information items and the subregions or having an association between parts of an item of 
address information and the subregions or having an item of organizational information 
the subregions or having an association between parts of a dialing information and the 
subregions (col. 4, lines 17-22). 

Referring to claim 17, EBATA et al. discloses further step of representing the further 
subranges by user groups having different service classes (col. 4, lines 17-22, 33-45). 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over EBATA et 
al. in U.S. Patent No. 6,708,209 in view of Li et al. in U.S. Patent No. 6,636,508. 

Referring to claims 6 and 8, EBATA et al. differs from the claims, in that it does not 
disclose-the-further-step-of-forming-the-paeket-oriented network-based onTTU=- r FStandard-HT323~ 
and the subregions are formed by local zones, with a gatekeeper being provided at least in one of 
the subregions for switching the connections and voice links as in claim 6. It also does not 
disclose the further step of allocating one of groups of telephone numbers and parts of the 
telephone numbers to the subregions for the voice links through one of the subregions and for 
Voice over Internet links as in claim 8. Both of which are well known in the art and commonly 



Application/Control Number: 09/848,688 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2665 

applied in communications field for conforming to the latest technology standard and 
requirement. Li et al., for example, from the similar field of endeavor, teaches the forming of 
packet-oriented network based on ITU-T Standard H.323, and the subregions are formed by local 
zones, with a gatekeeper being provided at least in one of the subregions for switching the 
connections and voice links (col. 3, line 39 to col. 4, line 22), and the allocation of one of groups 
of telephone numbers and parts of the telephone numbers to the subregions for the voice links 
through one of the subregions and for Voice over Internet links (col. 1, lines 13-20), which can 
be easily adopted by one of ordinary skill in the art to implement into the method and system in 
EBATA et al. to provide a system conforming with the latest technology standard and 
requirement to further improve the system with compatibility. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Kalmanek, Jr. et al., Doshi et al., Ibaraki et al., Iwama et al. and Ohba et al. are all cited 
to show the common feature of network resources allocation in packet switched network 
environment similar to the claimed invention. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alpus H. Hsu whose telephone number is (571)272-3146. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (5:30-3:00) First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy D. Vu can be reached on (571)272-3155. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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